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ECOSYSTEM

A.G. Tansley (1935) coined the term ecosystem and defined it "as the system resulting from

£ the integration of all the living and nonliving factors of the environment”
2

Parallel terms are biocoenosis (Karl Mobius, 1877), microcosm (S.A Forbes, 1887)
geobiocoenosis (V.V.Dokuchaev, 1846-1903), holocoen (Friederichs, 1930}, ecosom etc

3 Ecosystem is the basic func!ronai unit of nature, which includes both the organisms and the

non- hvrng environment, each mﬂuencmq the properties of the other and both necessary for
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it is the basic functional unit of nature.
It represents an overall integration of whole mosaics of interacting organisms and their

environment.
It focuses on the unidirectional flow of energy and cycling of nutrients
It introduces the concept of homeostasis i.e. tendency of the biological systems 1o resist

change (homeo= same, stasis= standing).
It is a self-sustaining, self-regulating system that operates on feed back mechanism

It is powered by solar energy
Fuel powered ecosystems of modern cities have brought many unwished for side effects

such as global warming, ozone hole, acid rain etc.
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